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General Background

	Company Name:
	PlanTech Consulting Group Pty Ltd

	ABN:
	15 070 518 811

	Incorporated:
	July 1997

	Head Office:
	AFL House
140 Harbour Esplanade

Docklands VIC 3008

	
	PH: +61 3 8610 8610
FAX: +61 38610 8699

	Operations / Offices:
	Australia

New Zealand

Republic of South Africa

	Staff:
	79


Company Background and Corporate Structure

	PlanTech was established in July 1997 as a result of the merger of Planning Technologies, a technology company and Planning Resources Group, a company specialising in providing business coaching services to financial advisers. From humble beginnings PlanTech now provides software solutions to over 6,000 financial advisers in Australia, New Zealand and South Africa. Our point of sale (SmartPOS) solution is used by over 10,000 advisers in Australia alone. From humble beginnings we have grown from 4 staff in 1997 to almost 80 in 2005.
For many years PlanTech has been known for ProPlanner Practice Manager, a financial services CRM and Risk Researcher the industry leading research tool for life insurance. Over the past 2 years PlanTech has extended it’s breadth of offering with the release of a comprehensive financial planning solution in New Zealand, South Africa and more recently in Australia with the release of 4Cast Financial Planning.
PlanTech has record of solid profits with a substantial ongoing commitment to reinvestment in the future by way of staff training and education and new technologies. While continuing to support our “legacy” desktop systems PlanTech has been able to embark upon the next generation of our solutions with the advent of the PlanTech Enterprise Solution (PES).

PlanTech is a closely held private company with the three executive shareholders owning 96% of shares. The balance is owned by key employees.


Key Executives

	Tony Smith: Managing Director


	· B App. Sci. (1982 RMIT)

· MBA (1988 Monash University)

Tony established Planning Resources Group in 1994 in conjunction with ING after 5 years as a financial adviser. Planning Resources Group was one of Australia’s earliest business coaching practices for financial advisers. 

As a result of frustrations with the available technology at the time he established Planning Technologies in 1995 to deliver practice management solutions to the advisory community.

In 1997 Tony merged the two companies to form PlanTech Consulting Group and has been Managing Director since that time. 

In addition to driving the success of PlanTech’s technology business Tony continues to provide consulting services to advisers and institutions in Australia, New Zealand and South Africa.

	Mark Young: Director Operations
	Mark Young

· Bachelor of Applied Science Hum. Movt. RMIT 1978

· Graduate Diploma in Education 1979

· Assoc. Dip. of Business Administration 1985,86

· Graduate Diploma of Marketing Monash Uni 1993,4

· Master in Marketing Monash Uni, 1996

Mark joined PlanTech in July 1999 after several years as National Distribution Manager for Tyndall Life and Funds Management. He brings to PlanTech a wealth of corporate experience as well as a unique ability to understand the challenges facing advisers.

Mark maintains touch with key issues through his continuing involvement in coaching some of Australia’s leading financial advisers.

	Darren Parker: Development Manager


	· Bachelor of Education (Science) (University of Melbourne, 1987)

· Currently completing Master of International Business (University of Melbourne)

Darren joined PlanTech in December 1998 after 10 years IT experience most of which were in the financial services sector. Darren has been responsible for the architecture of the Plantech Enterprise Solution (PES) and managing a development team of over 40 IT professionals.

	Wayne Rolley: Product Manager – CRM Solutions

	· Bachelor of Science (Honours) (Monash Uni 1980)

· Graduate Diploma of Education (Rusden, 1984)

Wayne joined PlanTech in July 1996 after a successful career as the Head of Chemistry and IT Co-ordinator in one of Melbourne’s leading private schools. After several years as Research Manager Wayne has since managed the delivery of all PlanTech solutions in not only Australia but also the customisations for New Zealand and South Africa. 
Over the last 18 months Wayne has been responsible for managing the development of the next generation of technology from PlanTech –the PlanTech Enterprise Solution.

	Glenn Boyes: Product Manager – Financial Solutions


	· Bachelor of Business (Acc) (Deakin Uni, 1994)

· Diploma of Financial Planning (RMIT, 1998) CFP
Glenn joined PlanTech in January 2002 after several years as a financial planner with a leading Melbourne Financial Planning practice. 

Glenn has been responsible for the delivery of several planning tools in New Zealand (LifeMap), South Africa (LifePlan) and more recently Australia (4Cast).

	Louie Dimovski: Product Manager –Research Solutions
	· Bachelor of Business (Accounting) Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology 1995

· Inducted into the Golden Key Honors Society (top 10% of all RMIT business students)
Louie’s academic qualifications are testimony to his analytical skills having achieved the RMIT Golden Key Honours Society for which only the top 10% of business students are eligible.

After serving an apprenticeship as a Research Analyst with PlanTech Louie assumed the position of Manager of Research Services in 2000, a reflection of the expertise and knowledge he has garnered. Under Louie’s direction the PlanTech research team has been ranked as the leading provider of insurance research in Australia in the annual Money Management survey.


International Snapshot 

	In a sector dominated by public companies PlanTech has demonstrated an ability to win and service major corporate accounts both in Australia and offshore. Our success offshore (65% market share in New Zealand and 20% market share in South Africa within 4 years) reduces the risks associated with the vagaries of a single market. We remain committed to extending our reach beyond Australia and our Enterprise Solution offer out of the box multi-currency and multi-lingual capabilities. We are confident that the Enterprise Solution will provide even greater success in offshore markets.
PlanTech has delivered strong and consistent profits over the past five years. Our continual reinvestment into product development has paid dividends in the form of ongoing sales success in three territories. 


Client Snapshot

	Australia
	New Zealand and South Africa

	AMP Australia

Hillross
ANZ Private Bank
AXA Australia

AON Financial Planning
Associated Planners
ING Australia 

Millennium 3
RetireInvest

Tandem Financial Planning
Commonwealth Bank of Australia
Asteron Australia 

Guardian Financial Planning
N-Able

Meritum Financial Group

Financial Partnership

Swiss Re

NAB / MLC

Financial Partnership
Swiss Re
	AMP New Zealand

Sovereign New Zealand

Asteron New Zealand
Tower New Zealand

ABSA Brokers South Africa

ABSA Private Client Services – South Africa

Momentum Distribution Services – South Africa 
Swiss Re - South Africa
Metropolitan Odyssey


Global Focus – Sharing the Learning
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Australia has long been considered a leader by financial services communities in emerging markets with countries such as South Africa and Singapore modelling their legislative framework on that currently in Australia. PlanTech recognised several years ago the opportunities for innovative Australian companies in emerging financial markets and has a commitment to capitalise on these opportunities through the development and distribution of world class solutions. By sharing the experience we have gained as a result of regulatory intervention in our financial services market we are in a unique position to assist global neighbours in making the same transition. 
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